
SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE
Due to scheduled maintenance, our website may be intermittently unavailable on Thursday, July 23, 2026,
from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. We apologize for the inconvenience.

Share:              About Careers Contact Events Newsroom Resources Translate

Settings

San Jose Data CenterSan Jose Data Center

PROJECT OWNER
Microsoft Corporation

DOCKET NUMBER
19-SPPE-04

CAPACITY
99 MW

LOCATION
San Jose

TECHNOLOGY
Backup Generating System

PROJECT STATUS
Exempted

PROJECT TYPE
Small Power Plant
Exemption

Project Description
Microsoft Corporation proposes to construct and operate the San
Jose Data Center (project) located at 1657 Alviso-Milpitas Road in
San Jose, California. The project would consist of  two single-story
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data center buildings with approximately 396,914 gross square feet
of  administrative and data center space. The maximum electrical
load of  the project would be up to 99 megawatts (MW), although the
estimated load would be 77 MW inclusive of  information technology
(IT) equipment, ancillary electrical/telecommunications equipment,
and other electrical loads (administrative, heat rejection, and
safety/security). To provide reliable operation of  the project in the
event of  loss of  electrical service from the local electric utility
provider, Pacif ic Gas and  Electric Company (PG&E), the project
includes 224 0.45 MW renewable natural gas generators to provide
electrical power to support the data center uses during utility
outages, certain onsite electrical equipment interruptions or failure,
and for load shedding, demand response and behind -the -meter
resource adequacy ancillary services. In addition, the project includes
two Tier 4 compliant diesel administrative generators with a 1.25
MW for the northern building and 0.5 MW for the southern
building.  The project would also include an onsite 115-kilovolt (kV)
substation with two 115-kV electrical supply lines that would connect
to PG&E’s Los Esteros Substation, located adjacent to the site. The
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires the lead agency
to consider the whole of  the action; therefore, the Energy
Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis,
which includes the construction of  the data center buildings along
with the installation and operation of  the generators and any
associated utility connection facilities.
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SMALL POWER PLANT  EXEMPT ION

The CEC Small Power Plant  Exemption (SPPE) process allows
applicants proposing thermal power plants between 50 and 100
MW to obtain an exemption from the CEC’s jurisdict ion and proceed
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with local permitt ing rather than requiring CEC cert if icat ion. The
CEC can grant  an exemption if  it  f inds that  the proposed facility
will not  create a substantial adverse impact  on the environment  or
energy resources. These facilit ies were exempted from the CEC’s
jurisdict ion.
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